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Ted Holds Key 
I© Call Query 
On Slayings 


: By MILES BENSON 

; WASHINGTON-The assas- 

' sinations of John and Robert 
! Kennedy will remain an un- 

| touchable subject for congres- 

sional investigators unless the 
victims’ surviving brother, 
i Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, re- 
j quests a new probe, says a 
; top-ranking House Democrat, 
j Rep. Phillip Burton ( D - 

Cal.), the powerful chairman 
j of the House Democratic Cau- 
j cus, said in an interview that 
j he personally will block 

i proposals now pending in the 

j House to reinvestigate t h e 

■ Kennedy assassinations, un- 

! less Kennedy tells h i m 

j otherwise. 

| Sees No Reason 

“I see no reason to re-open 
| these scars and inflict more 

! suffering on that family,’’ 



Remains non-Committal. 


Burton said. 

A spokesman for Kennedy 
(D-Mnss.) said the senator's 
position on the question re- 
mains today what it always 
has been: He will “neither en- 
courage nor discourage” such 
an investigation. 

Spurred by their own 
doubts, apparent conflicts in 
the evidence and the argn- 
i ments of persuasive skeptics 
j like former Rep. Allard K. 

Lowenstein, at least 35 mem- 
I bers of Congress now want to 
reinvestigate n o t only t h e 
j Kennedy killings but also the 
slayings of civil rights leader 
I Martin Luther King and the 
j shooting of George Wallace, 
j governor cf Alabama. 

On a s unny spring day re- 
t cently, dozens of members of 
| Congress deserted the House 
| floor to view a showing of an' 
j “optically enhanced” film 
f strip of the John F. Kennedy 
ji shooting in Dallas in 1963. Rep. 
fj Thomas M. Downing (D,-Va.) 
i arranged the screening. * 
f Downing believes the film 


gress, directed by someone 
“like John Doar,” who head- 
ed the Nixon impeachment in- 
quiry staff, can close the , 
books on the assassinations, J 
Gonzales says. 

Motion Gets Backing ! 

His resolution has attracted I 
28 cosponsors* but there are ; 
many more members of both ; 
Houses who share the suspi- I 
cion that the truth has been 1 1 
missed or buried on purpose | ; 
in each case. 

For now, however, both the ! 
Gonzalez and the Downing | 
resolutions are locked up in j 
the House Rules Committee : 
where the influence of Burton ! . 
and other Leaders is suffi- j : 
cient to keep them until Sen. j j 
Edward M. Kennedy, or j ! 
powerfully persuasive new 
developments, intervene. 

Newhouse News Service ! 


1 shows “conclusively" mat me 
• assassinated president was 
hit by shots that came from 
more than one direction, de- 
spite the Warren Commission 
’ finding that John F. Kennedy 
; was killed by a sole assassin, 
| Lee Harvey Oswald, acting 
alone. 

Wants Full Investigation 
f Downing is the author of a 
i resolution calling for creation 
j of a select House committee 
jj to “conduct a full and com- 
jj plete investigation -and study 
jj of the circumstances sur- 
j ! rounding the death of John F. 
;i Kennedy ...” a half dozen 
j other House members have 
j joined as cosponsores of the 
i resolution. 

j On t h e same day that 
; Downing was showing the 
,i Dallas film, Lowenstein was 
lecturing 15 freshmen House 
jl Democrats on the assassina- 
) tion of Robert F. Kennedy in 
I! Los Angeles in 1968. There 
j are contradictions in the evi- 
’ dence and testimony of wit- 
i nesses that “cry out” for 
j investigation, Lowenstein 
I! insists. 

jj A broader measure than 
f: Downing’s proposal has been 
i proposed by Rep. Henry Gon- 
jj zales (D-Tex.). Gonzales 
j! would set up a select commit- 
jj tee to investigate all over 
!| again the shootings of both 
j 1 Kennedys, King and Wallace. 

Gonzales believes that the 
I FBI’s performance in the 
| Watergate scandal alone is 
j reason enough for Congress to 
j j mistrust the offical findings 
j ! in each assassination and the 
• attempt on Wallace. 

I _Only a new probe by Con- 


